
Hi, I’m Ethan, and I’m 45 years old. I was born in the Pittsburgh neighborhood of
Bloomfield, but moved to Lawrenceville when I married my wife, Sun Yang, in 2032. We
found a great little place right off of Butler Street that is in walking distance from both of
our places of employment. I work as an interface designer for a local, start-up design
firm, now in its seventh year of operation! I have been interested in careers with a
problem-solving component ever since I was a kid watching my father, an electrical
engineer, struggle to find solutions to the ongoing energy crisis of 2010s and 20s.
However, over time, I decided that design was more in keeping with my talents as it is a
creative field that seeks solutions to problems through people, not technology and
mathematics alone.

As for my family, Sun Yang and I have two wonderful children, Oliana, 16, and
Jasper, 8. I love getting to be an involved father figure, unlike my father, who was quite
the workaholic. Sadly, in 2040, my father passed away. He was only 84, young by today’s
standards, but he lived a full life. The following year, my mother moved in with us. She had
been living alone in a house that was too big and too empty. In the ten years she’s lived
with us, our sustainability rating has increased substantially. She really has improved the
yield of our urban garden and has given Sun Yang and I opportunities that we wouldn’t
have been able to afford previously. Additionally, she is a great influence on the children.
Oliana loves getting to cook with her grandma and is often asking her to tell stories of
when she was a teenager. And, Jasper, picks her brain about the Mars missions of the
past and has her join in on his make-believe space adventures in the backyard. She even
created two garden plots just for them so they can learn about nature and have
something to take pride in. In 2046, my wife’s niece, Yana came from Singapore to live
with us while she attends Carnegie Mellon University. She has been such a great addition
to the household. While she is usually very busy with class and associated coursework,
she always takes time out of her schedule to hang out with her younger cousins. Oliana, in
particular, has benefited from Yana’s arrival. Yana is such a great role model and I can tell
that Olie really looks up to her.

I am often concerned about my son’s future as he is not the most social child,
unlike his sister, who is probably too social. He is a truly gifted child and, thankfully,
enrolled in a school designed to foster his genius and innate talents. Jasper loves all
things space- and robotics-related; however, he is also very independent and definitely
can be obstinate, so if you try to teach him about something that is not one of his
interests, he gets distracted and acts out. My mother often reminds me that when she
was growing up and, especially, when I was Jasper’s age, children like him were seen as
having a disability, Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD), and would have been
unnecessarily medicated. I am so thankful that education has shifted since her time and
now is focused on promoting individual students’ interests, strengths, and learning styles.
Another aspect of Jasper’s personality is the hyperactive episodes, which can definitely
be trying, but are easily dealt with by getting him outside. Sun Yang and I built him a
“space station”  among my mother’s rooftop garden plots. On school days, Jasper
comes home, has a healthy snack, and gets an hour of outside play time before starting
his homework. That way he can work out some of his energy and be focused on his



lessons.
Aside from usual fears and concerns I have as a father, as provider of half of the

household’s income, I am greatly concerned with the economic stability and financial
sustainability. My wife and I both work, which brings in a reasonable combined income that
puts us firmly in the middle-class economic bracket. So far, we have been able to provide
all the resources our children need to succeed, whether it’s materials for Jasper’s
robotics classes or supplies for Olie’s artistic pursuits. Additionally, we have been putting
aside some of our capital towards trusts for both of our children’s future education
needs. In general, we live very well and now, thanks to the institution of gender equity,
Sun Yang and I can both earn wages that allow us to sustain our family’s lifestyle. Our
biggest financial burden comes from our energy consumption. While our home is outfitted
with solar panels that provide the bulk of our power, we need more panels, and better
ones at that, to truly be self-sustaining. With all the technology we have in our home,
even our best efforts to reduce our energy use fall short. As a side project, I’m exploring
the possibility of employing fractal geometry in the arrangement and construction of our
solar panels to improve efficiency.

While healthcare costs used to be a huge financial consideration during the
majority of my mother’s life, it is no longer such a concern. In 2050, everyone has access
to great healthcare options, a process that was set in motion by the passing of the
Affordable Care Act in 2010. The initial backlash was emphatic, but many forces, most
notably, the aging population of the country, led to universal healthcare for Americans in
2030. And thank goodness it did; Oliana was born in 2034. Sun Yang and I did not end up in
debt to the hospital system and, instead, could use that money to give Olie a wonderful
childhood filled with opportunity.

Another part of my life that makes me truly happy is when my kids come home
from school and we all sit down for an afternoon snack before they start on their lessons.
I always make sure to have them show me what they made at school that day as the
dialogue between a parent and his/her children is crucial for their success. Jasper’s school
always makes sure that he sends me and Sun photos and voice messages throughout
the school day to keep us updated. I love how excited they get about their hands-on
projects.

Our home is designed to fulfill all of our family’s needs while staying
energy-efficient and environmentally sustainable. This being said, it does not have any
superfluous space, so when I need to work on a particularly wicked design problem, I take
Jimmy out for long walks in some of the great parks in and around our neighborhood. It is
a commonly held belief that time spent out in nature is absolutely necessary for a healthy
life. Plus, I incorporate fractal geometry into most of my designs and there is a great
abundance of fractals in the natural world, so much so that fractals are what distinguish a
natural design from and man-made one. When I have to collaborate for work, I use our
multimedia room to connect with my design team, which is composed of individuals all
over the world. This tool has been extremely useful and allows me to work from home
multiple days during the week, but I always am cautious about relying too heavily on
technology.




